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“If you go to Langrug now,
you will see that they no longer
have polluted surface water prob-
lems,” said Mr Harris.

The project’s success had
been built on involving the com-
munity in all decisions "Strong
relationships were built with
the community, and today the
Genius of Space project is main-
tained by the community.”

The pilot project had cost
R1.5 million, “comparable if not
cheaper than a tarred system”,
but the important long-term
result was that water mainten-
ance was now in the hands of the
Langrug community.

Friends of the Rivers of Hout
Bay representative and structural
engineer, Willie van Wyk, said he
and fellow Friends member, Tim
Biggs, had been considering how
to setup a bioretention pond (to
remove sediment and contam-
inants from stormwater run-off)
near the Hout Bay Sports Com-
plex emergency displacement
area (EDA) to reduce pollutants
getting into the Hout Bay River.

The two also want to build a
trap along the concrete channel
running along Victoria Road.
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Answers:

1. True

2. False

3. Germany and Portugal

4. 27 gigawatt (GW)

5. Batteries

6.To be used at night or during
peak demand

7. The sun’s rays (light) excite
electrons in silicon material,
producing electricity (voltage)
8. Electric vehicle

9. True

10. Charging

he Southern African Foun-
Tdation for the Conservation

of Coastal Birds (SANC-
COB) is building a new seabird
hospital at its Table View centre.

The marine conservation non-
profit organisation has partnered
with Sentinel News and its sister
publications — published by Cape
Community Newspapers (CCN)
— to reach out to the public to
support its building project.

Sanccob has been located next
to the Rietvlei Nature Reserve for
34 years of nearly five decades in
existence. The upgrade will offer
improved amenities and space
to continue its critical veterinar-
ian and rehabilitation service to
conserve the endangered African
penguin species and other south-
ern African seabirds.

Sanccob is the largest seabird
rehabilitation organisation in
South Africa and one of the busi-
est in the world. Almost 100 000
African penguins and seabirds
have been admitted to Sanccob
since its establishment in 1968
due to oiling, injury, illness or
chick abandonment. The centre
also welcomes about 175 local and
international volunteers, more
than 4 000 visitors and tourists,
and more than 2 400 school pupils
every year.

Construction of the new centre
started in March 2017 and will
include a new hospital building
consisting of, among other, two
intensive care units, a three-part
wash bay area for oiled birds, a
walk-in freezer to store increased
amounts of fish, an expanded sur-
gery, a laboratory, a medication
room and a new X-ray room. The
main pens, pool area and aviary
will also be revamped and visitors
to the centre will have a unique
vantage point of the various pen
areas from the new viewing deck.

With CCN’s newspapers reach-
ing the homes of hundreds of
thousands of Cape Town house-
holds and businesses, Sanccob
and CCN are rallying up a com-
munity fund-raising drive that will
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B The African penguin population is in rapid decline.

help bring the building project to
fruition.

“Every year thousands of tour-
ists flock to penguin colonies at
Boulders Beach, Robben Island
and Stony Point. It is hard to
imagine not seeing the iconic
African penguin species at these
popular tourist sites,” said Sanc-
cob’s fund-raising and marketing
manager, Francois Louw.

While large numbers of Afri-
can penguins can still be seen at
the Boulders Beach and Stony
Point colonies, the reality is that
this penguin population is in
rapid decline. From one million
breeding pairs recorded about 80
years ago, only 2% remain in the
wild today. “We have launched
a Donate-a-brick campaign to
fund-raise for the shortfall of the
building project and invite our
fellow community members and
businesses to pledge their support

with a donation of just R50 and be
a part of this milestone in Sanccob
history

“Fifty rand seems like a drop in
the ocean against our target but
the collective giving of supporters
from across the Cape Peninsula
can help us make this a reality. In
essence, R50 from 80 000 indivi-
duals, corporates and small busi-
nessesis all thatis necessary to meet
our goal before the building is
complete in December,” Mr Louw
added.

CCN editor Chantel Erfort
added: “Many of us recall memor-
able visits to Sanccob during our
school years and I know we can
count on Capetonians opening
their hearts —and their purses — to
help Sanccob complete this very
important project which will con-
tribute significantly to the preser-
vation of our penguin and seabird
populations.”

SANCCOBPB”

saves seabirds

To donate or find out more
about Sanccob’s building project,
visit www.sanccob.co.za or contact
Ronnis Daniels on 021 557 6155
and ronnis@sanccob.co.za

Have your say
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