
Fresh Air Hout Bay (FAHB) is 
calling on residents to make a 
“strong statement” by submit-

ting complaints to the City over the 
Oceana fishmeal factory.

This after a notice about the 
renewal and variation of the factory’s 
air emission licence appeared in the 
Sentinel last week.

 FAHB has noted the variation 
is to permit the use of formalin – a 
substance comprising 40% formal-
dehyde – in the production process.

While the organisation’s founder, 
Kiara Worth, said she would need to 
do more research on the impact of 
the substance, it would undoubtedly 
add to the concerns of residents 
already questioning emissions from 
the factory.

Formalin was previously used at 
the factory on-site until 2011. 

The City’s mayoral committee 
member for safety and security and 
social services, JP Smith, said the 
reintroduction of formalin to the 
fish rendering production process  
had triggered the need for a vari-
ation of the factory’s atmospheric 
emission licence. 

“It would be subject to a risk 
assessment process by an independ-
ent specialist before the approval 

of its reintroduction would be con-
sidered. Formalin was historically 
used on-site until 2011. Its use in the 
process was, however, discontinued 
for a period of time,” he said. 

“Internationally, formalin is 
widely used in the fish rendering 
industry to keep the fish flesh firm 
enough for processing. It is usually 
added at a rate of 0 – 2% by weight 
of fish processed. A health risk assess-
ment conducted on the West Coast 
fish-rendering industry in 2010/2011 
demonstrated no appreciable health 
risks associated with the use of  
formalin within this application 
rate.”

According to a 2005 research 
paper by the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research, “addition 
of excess formalin to the raw fish to 
prevent either decomposition in the 
delay between catching and process-
ing or to facilitate the pressing oper-
ation should be discouraged”, as it 
adversely affects the protein content.

FAHB has been consolidating 
complaints about the smell eman-
ating from the Oceana factory in 
anticipation of the renewal notice.

“We thought that the application 
would come at the end of the year, 
but it’s been made three months 
earlier than expected. We are urging 
residents to complete our air pollu-

tion impact survey on our website, 
as well as raise any concerns as indi-
viduals. The comment period closes 
on August 17 so we are appealing to 
residents to respond by this time,” 
Ms Worth said.

FAHB will also be setting up a 
stand at the Hout Bay Market, and 
those completing the survey will be 
entered into a draw to win a prize.

The organisation has been trying 
to access a health risk assessment 
conducted in 2016 through the Pub-
lic Access to Information Act, but 
without success. Ms Worth accused 
Oceana of  deliberately withholding 
important information about the 
health implications of its production 
from the community.

In a statement, Oceana said: “As 
part of the atmospheric emissions 
licence renewal process, we are cur-
rently conducting a public participa-
tion process. Per the public notifica-
tion advertised in a number of local 
newspapers and the stakeholder 
communication website (http://
fishmealfactory.co.za/), the proced-
ure requires that all questions or 
comments regarding the renewal or 
the variation process be addressed to 
the appointed environmental assess-
ment practitioner, Mische Molife,  
at email address: mische@pbps.
co.za.”

Queries sent to Ms Molife were 
not responded to by the time this 
edition went to print.

Over the last 200 years we have seen 
enormous change in the human 
population from around 1 billion in 
1820 to more than 7 billion today, 
and the way people live is taking its 
toll on the planet. 

Extreme weather, water shortages 
and polluted ecosystems are some 
of the problems caused by modern 
lifestyles.

The good news is that we can 
change this situation if each of us is 
willing to act and do our bit. Solutions 
will come if we all choose to learn and 
work together. If we don’t react then 
humanity will certainly face disaster. 

Scientists say our planet is close to 
a tipping point, which could result 
in runaway changes that will be very 
difficult to control.

The Earth could absorb most of 
our impacts when there were fewer 
people but not anymore. Our ever-in-
creasing population and consumer 
lifestyles place an unsustainable 
demand on natural resources. 

According to the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF), each year we are using 
resources 1.5 times faster than the 
Earth can supply. As an example, 
imagine you had R12 000 to spend on 
food for a whole year. It would make 
sense to spend just R1 000 a month. 
But if you decided to spend R1 500 
a month (1.5 times your monthly 
budget), what would happen? You 
would run out of money after month 
eight and not survive after that.

One problem you may have heard 
of is climate change. Some people 
are sceptical about it, but 97% of 
the world’s expert climate scientist’s 
agree that it is happening and is 
caused by human activity.

A lot of the science focuses on 
modelling the effects of greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere. Increasing 
levels of these gases cause surface and 

atmospheric temperatures to rise, 
changing weather patterns and caus-
ing violent storms, flooding and long 
periods of drought. 

For humans a hotter Earth is gen-
erally not a good idea. Carbon diox-
ide (CO2) is just one of a number of 
greenhouse gases emitted by human 
activity such as producing electricity 
from coal-fired power stations and 
using transport driven by burning 
fossil fuels. For every litre of petrol 
burnt in a car engine, about 2.25kgs 
of CO2 ends up in the atmosphere. 

Transport accounts for around 
11% of our greenhouse gas emissions.  
Look out for the coming articles to 
find out how we can change this.

Questions 
1. What was the population of the 

world in 1820? 
2. True or False: The world’s popu-

lation has doubled in the last 200 
years. 

3. What is a tipping point? 
4. Name three impacts of increased 

human population on the Earth. 
5. What does WWF stand for? 
6. True or False: We are using 

resources 1.5 times faster than Earth 
can supply. 

7. What happens when greenhouse 
gases increase in the atmosphere? 

8. What is the chemical formula 
for carbon dioxide? 

9. Name the two main energy 
activities in SA that rely on burning 
fossil fuels. 

10. How much carbon dioxide 
equivalents is emitted for every litre 
of petrol used by a car?

See answers on page 10
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LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to an Order of the High Court of South Africa (Western Cape 

High Court, Cape Town) under case number 3563/13

Notice is hereby given, calling upon all interested parties to register 

as member of the Domestic Animal Rescue Organisation NPC. 

Registration number 1999/006578/08

1.  Membership is open to the public

2.  Membership fee of R20.00 per month or R 240.00 per annum will be   

 applicable.

3.  Members names will be entered into the members’ register of the   

 Domestic Animal Rescue Organisation NPC.

4. Corporate members are welcome to register.

5.  An annual general meeting will be called in the near future for   

 members to approve the fi nancial statements of the 

 Domestic Animal Rescue Organisation NPC and for the election 

 of a board of directors.

6.  You are called upon to register as member by emailing your details to 

 planet@servco.co.za or contacting the offices of Planet Administrators CC  

 on tel: (021) 426 1670.

The High Court Appointed Facilitator

Ryno Engelbrecht N.O.
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Weekend weather

Saturday
Min: 9ºC 

Max: 19ºC
Hi: 1.52am; 2.23pm

Lo: 8.06am; 8.23pm

www.weathersa.co.za and www.sanho.co.za

Sunday
Min: 9ºC 

Max: 17C
Hi: 2.28am; 2.55pm

Lo: 8.39am; 8.57pm

Friday
Min: 8ºC 

Max: 17ºC
Hi: 11.11am; 1.47pm

Lo: 7.30am; 7.46pm

Complete air pollution survey

■ The Oceana fishmeal factory in Hout Bay.

JOHN HARVEY

Save the environment  
by finding solutions 
and play your part

■  Diagram showing increasing Earth surface temperature. 

ANDY LE MAY
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