
NEWS SentinelFriday September 01 20176

 

"We must do something different to 

get different results." 

 

The Hout Bay Partnership’s (HBP) 

mission is to transform Hout Bay into 

a place of social and economic in-

clusion. HBP is a collaborative inter-

mediary organization. This is unique 

and different to NGOs, which are 

engaged directly in project activi-

ties or which fund projects and/or 

grant recipients. HBP works to har-

ness, support and coordinate the 

resources and goodwill in Hout Bay 

to achieve better results by promot-

ing collaboration among civil socie-

ty, government, and businesses 

working to improve the lives of the 

people in Hout Bay who need it the 

most. HBP partners with organisa-

tions that deliver high impact and 

sustainable solutions to socio-

economic development, and is a 

catalyst in the development of new 

and complementary initiatives.  

 

HBP is a non-political, non-partisan, 

not-for-profit company. Soundly 

governed and professionally man-

aged, HBP is currently supported by 

the City of Cape Town, and is for-

mulating a strategy to become self-

sustaining. The primary mission of 

the Board for the next three years is 

to enhance HBP’s impact, and help 

establish sustainability. 

 

Nomination Deadline 

Nominations must be received by 

17:00 on Friday 22nd September 

2017. To request a nomination form, 

or for further enquiries, please email 

Y v o n n e  N o e l  a t 

yvonne@houtbaypartnership.co.za. 

CALL FOR  

BOARD NOMINATIONS 

Board Commitments to HBP 

The Hout Bay Partnership is calling for nomi-

nations of qualified candidates to serve on 

its voluntary (non-paying) board for a three-

year term. Board members commit to at-

tending at least six meetings per year in 

Hout Bay plus one strategy session. Board 

members are assessed annually. As a 

board member, your time is respected and 

valued. Meetings run on time and efficient-

ly, with focused discussion on organisational 

strategy, advice to management, decisions 

and actions. 

 

Board Criteria 

Nominees are evaluated for their skills, ex-

perience, and leadership capabilities. 

Nominees must demonstrate a deep under-

standing of the unique value proposition of 

HBP, embrace its core values (integrity, 

transparency, diversity, inclusivity, and re-

spect), be comfortable in a multi-

perspective world and have experience in 

at least five of the following areas: 

 

�� Business strategy and management 

�� Business sustainability through income 

generation 

�� Structuring public-private partnerships  

�� Corporate governance 

�� Previous or current corporate board 

experience 

�� Social enterprise leadership 

�� Conflict resolution and community in-

tegration experience 

�� Legal 

�� Financial management   

�� Setting up an operating structure for a 

new institution 
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Welcome to the last article 
in the Thrive EnviroQuiz 
2017 series looking at sus-

tainable energy and transport. 
Clean energy and clean trans-

port offers us a future with better 
health, a better environment and 
reduced costs. 

In South Africa we are uniquely 
blessed with large amounts of free 
sunshine that we should be har-
nessing for our energy needs. 

However, by using dirty ineffi-
cient fossil fuels instead we are in 
fact fighting against this natural 
resource.

The northern parts of South 
Africa are some of the best places 
in the world to install large-scale 
solar energy production facilities 
and many sites along the coast 
work very well for wind. 

These energy sources can sup-
ply all the energy South Africa 
needs and more. Other countries 
are investing in renewables to 
secure their energy needs, and 
there’s no reason why we should 
not follow suit.

In May 2017, Germany hit a new 
high in renewable energy genera-
tion. Thanks to a sunny and windy 
day, at one point the country’s 
solar, wind, hydro and biomass 
plants were supplying about 55 
GW of the 63 GW being consumed. 
That is 87% of Germany’s energy 
needs provided from clean power.

 Similarly, in May 2016, Portugal 
ran for four days completely on 

renewables. What’s interesting to 
bear in mind is that South Africa’s 
peak usage is currently around 27 
GW and we have twice the insola-
tion (sun power) of Germany and 
a lot more available space.

This sounds very good but there 
are always questions about what 
happens when the sun goes down 
and the wind doesn’t blow, and 
how do we get this energy to the 
place it is needed. This is where the 
confluence of technologies starts to 
get interesting.

The improvement in battery 
technology means that reliable grid 
level energy storage is possible. 
In other words we can now store 
enough energy to meet our cur-
rent and future daily requirements. 
Multi-container battery storage sys-
tems can be installed in a local 
area to:

1 Absorb the renewable energy;
2 Manage peak energy require-

ment; and 
3 Supply energy when the 

renewable sources are not gener-
ating. 

These systems are also very cost 
effective. Pumped storage and 
natural gas peaking plants can 
also be used to balance energy 
requirements if the amounts from 
renewable sources are not enough. 

Natural gas systems are lower in car-
bon emissions than coal and these 
peaking plants can be brought 
on-line extremely quickly.

Community solar installations 
are being installed in fields on the 
outskirts of towns around the world 
to reduce both the strain on the 
grid and the need for expensive 
and large-scale coal and nuclear 
power production. 

Many companies are installing 
solar photovoltaic (PV) panels on 
office roofs and parking lots, while 
more and more individual homes 
too are doing the same to reduce 
their energy costs. Many of these 
systems also have the ability to feed 
excess energy produced back into 
the grid so energy produced is 
never wasted.

What also becomes interesting 
is the introduction of battery elec-
tric vehicles (EVs). 

When EVs are plugged into an 
electricity network, fed with renew-

able energy, they really do become 
completely zero emission vehicles. 
A key component of these EVs is 
a big battery (20 to 100 kWh) and 
they can be plugged into a house 
to provide energy to the house. 
These batteries can help cover load 
shedding and reduce grid peaking 
(rush hour for electricity). 

Major EV manufacturers already 
provide this technology and they 
even have systems that will use 
the old EV battery packs to exclu-
sively power the home, giving the 
packs a second life. So adoption 
of EV technology does not only 
reduce costs but also improves 
clean energy supply, local air qual-
ity and health.

The future of clean energy and 
transport has already arrived and 
many forward thinking countries 
are supporting the adoption of 
this technology with viable feed-in 
tariffs for local energy producers, 
country wide charging networks 

for EVs and tax incentives for clean 
tech. The technology is here, isn’t 
it time we caught up and started 
to seriously drive a cleaner future?

Thank you for reading these 
articles, I hope you found them 
interesting and enlightening. If 
you have any questions, or would 
like to know more, contact me via 
our website at www.ewizz.co.za/
contact. 

I’ll leave you with a piece of sus-
tainable thinking – “Know, Choose 
and Share” – rinse and repeat!

Questions: 
1 True or false: South Africa is a 
country well suited to solar power 
installations 
2 True or false: Wind power plants 
are generally best situated inland 
in South Africa. 
3 Name two countries mentioned 
in the article that are renewable 
energy leaders. 
4 Approximately how much energy 
does South Africa need at peak 
use? 
5 What technology has improved 
to make it possible to store large 
amounts of solar energy? 
6 Why does solar energy need to be 
stored effectively? 
7 How does a solar photovoltaic 
(PV) cell produce energy? 
8 What is an EV? 
9 True or false: Old EV batteries 
can be re-used to power a home 
10 Fill in the missing word: Petrol 
stations are out and _______ sta-
tions are in.

● Answers on page 11

A pilot project run in the Langrug 
informal settlement near Fransch-
hoek could offer solutions to water 
pollution in Imizamo Yethu. 

At a meeting of the Hout Bay 
Rivers Catchment Forum (HBRCF), 
at the Hout Bay library last week, 
Jonny Harris, of Isidima Design & 
Development, explained the finer 
points of the Genius of Space Project 
that has been running in Langrug to 
great effect. 

The project is a collaboration 
between the provincial government, 
the Stellenbosch municipality, Stel-
lenbosch University and other stake-
holders. It looks at how to treat and 
separate polluted water flows in the 
area, and it is particularly relevant 
to Imizamo Yethu, as the Hout Bay 
settlement is similar in density and 
gradient to Langrug. 

Imizamo Yethu has a problem 
with sewage flowing  into the storm-
water system, resulting in high levels 
of pollution near the Victoria Road 
bridge. 

The meeting on Tuesday August 
22 explored the feasibility of using 
organisms to purge pollutants from 
the Disa River environment, a pro-
cess known as bioremediation 

 Mr Harris said the pilot project 

had involved 115 homes in the Lan-
grug settlement and its aims had 
been twofold: to relieve water stress 
on the area and restore dignity to the 
Langrug community by  effectively 
disposing of solid waste and  manag-
ing grey water .

 Mr Harris said he had found high 
levels of  E coli in the water and a sig-
nificant presence of chemicals. 

The team decided to build on 
temporary measures already used 
by Langrug residents. “People were 
using tin cans and pipes to redirect 
the water away from their homes. 
The only problem with that was that 
the water was then coming out along-
side their neighbours’ homes. How-
ever, we could see that with improve-
ments this system could work, and so 
we looked to build on that,” he said. 

Collection points were then estab-
lished at five-house intervals, and 
infrastructure snaked around the 
bends between the  shacks. The team 
also reduced volumes of grey water 
going into the system by laying locally 
produced paving blocks in the streets 
to improve surface drainage.
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Cleaner water in IY

Continued on page 11

■ Hout Bay library hosted a discussion on how bioremediation projects 
can ease water pollution in Hout Bay.  Bioremediation uses organisms to 
manage waste and neutralise pollutants.

The quest for cleaner energy
��Jonny 
Harris, of Isidima 
Design & 
Development, 
speaks about 
the Genius of 
Space Project. 


