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Wise Waste Management Game:  
 
You will need:  
• a large piece of paper or flat cardboard box 
• a marking pen 
• little blocks to represent structures 
• plastic animals 
• A small black bag - for landfill waste 
• a bucket - for compost  
• a clear bag – for recycling: 
• glass jars 
• metal tins 
• newspaper 
• plastic bag/drinking bottles 
• piece of fruit 
• non-recyclable items (e.g. chocolate wrapper) 
 
How to Play: 
Sit in a circle: "Let's pretend this is where we live." Draw the terrain on the paper, discussing it as 
you go: "This is where our school is, let's put some blocks here to show it is the school. This is the 
road. Here are some shops. Let's put some blocks here for the shops. And here are some houses. 
Here is the sea. I shall draw a few fish. Here are the wild parts of where we live." Arrange the 
animals there. 
 
"Now I go to the shop and buy a cold drink, and a banana, and a newspaper. When I'm finished with 
them, I throw the waste in the black bag and the rubbish truck will take it away. Where can the 
rubbish truck put the waste? Here?" Place the black bag on top of the animals. "But there are 
animals there. No matter, we have to put this rubbish somewhere and we can't keep it all here at 
our school." 
 
The children will protest as they don't like animals moved or crushed under the rubbish. 
 
Ask: "What else can we do?" They will say, “Recycle.” Then you clear up the boards so that everyone 
is back in their place. “What about this banana?" The children will discuss it and come up with some 
or other composting solution. If you have a worm bin, you could add the banana peel and then have 
a look at the worms. 
 


